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the Syrian mission was transferred from the Congregational
Board (A. B. C. F. M.) to the Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Missions (North), but regular presbyterial organization was
not attempted till 1882. The Syrian synod now includes
three presbyteries. The entire Protestant community in'
Syria and Palestine, resulting from the work of many
societies, amounts to about ten thousand souls. Consider-
ing that, all told, some thirty-eight different Protestant
agencies have been at work, the number seems small enough.
Richter ascribes this to the especially malignant character
of the persecution to which those who have declared them-
selves Protestants have been liable. Such persecution has
not come only from the papal bodies. But while the atti-
tude of the Greeks has usually been milder,, the terrible ex-
periences of the Protestants of Saffta, before the middle of
the last century,, were due to the co-operation of the Greek
bishop with the Turkish authorities. For a number of
reasons, among which the spirit of the times is prominent,
direct persecution tends to grow less and less.
Undertaken as an indirect way of preaching the gospel,
in the providence of God education has turned out to be the
most powerful of all means for the spread of genuinely
evangelical ideas. Stress was early laid on this feature of
the work by the American mission. It was a prophetic
instinct. A boys' school was soon started. The first girls'
school ever established in the Turkish Empire was opened
at Bey rout in 1830. These primary schools were the seeds
of an educational system, involving all nations and creeds,
that now flowers luxuriantly all over Syria and Palestine.
When excavating an ancient site a dozen years since, near
the town of Zakariya, I missed one day the white turban of
one of my boy basket-carriers. It turned out that *Abd
el-Latff had been haled back to the little village school
by the local "scribe," acting as truant-officer for the De-
partment of Public Instruction at Jerusalem. About the
same time this department had placed the care of a flourish-
ing Moslem girls' school in the holy city in the hands of an
American lady.
The first boarding-school for boys, established in Beyrout

